Commentary for Home Visit Video Footage 
& PHV Induction Tasks
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Background Information 
The videos were filmed in the homes of two different families.  One family are just starting their Portage journey and the footage captures part of the initial visit.  The other family are coming towards the end of their Portage experience and the footage illustrates the positive impact that Portage has had on the family.
A commentary for each video is given below that provides further information on the child and the individual family context.  

New PHV Induction Tasks
At the end of each commentary, there is a written task for new Portage Home Visitors to complete during their induction period.  These should be completed and checked by a Line Manager, then signed off by the Line Manager on the ‘new PHV Induction Checklist’. 










[image: ]George 
George has a diagnosis of Down Syndrome.  We see George when he is 6.5 months old.
George was referred by the family’s health visitor to the Portsmouth Portage Service when he was 7 weeks old.  The service referral form asks for developmental information about the child; the Health Visitor’s comments were 'too young'. 
The film shows just less than 10 minutes of an hour-long home visit; the very first Portage Session that the family received. 
During the visit the Portage Home Visitor has started getting to know George and his family.  The Checklist referred to in the film is the one that Portsmouth Portage Service were trialling when the film was made.
George’s parents are well connected and supported by the local Down Syndrome Association Group. His Mum is a nurse and Dad is a Navy Social Worker.






Portage Home Visitor’s Induction Task
Write your ideas and comments about the Home Visit, having considered:
· What information did the Portage Home Visitor share?
· What did she find out about the child and the family?  
· What does she need to explore in the next few visits?  
· What would you have done differently?
Target between 500 to 800 words.
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Sebby also has a diagnosis of Down Syndrome.  He was referred to the Portsmouth Portage Service when he was 11 weeks old. 
Sebby began receiving Portage home visits when he was nearly 6 months old. 
Both Sebby’s parents are in the Navy. In addition to NHS therapies, Sebby has had a private physiotherapist and speech therapist funded by a Naval Charity. 
His mum Rebecca has been on Makaton training and would like one day to do the tutor training.  She also works for the local Down Syndrome Association parent support group.   
In the video footage, we see Sebby when he is 2 years and 10 months old.  He has been attending a specialist nursery but Rebecca has decided rather than Sebby stay there she would like him to start attending a nearby mainstream setting.  The Portage Home Visitor will be liaising with the setting in the next few weeks prior to Sebby starting and then the transition from the Portage Service to the setting will be made. 
There has been a natural break in visits due to the Christmas holidays, so several teaching activities had been left.  The Home Visitor needs to catch up and refresh the information as Sebby’s concluding Report (Exit / Final Report) is to be written ready for his transition to the new nursery setting.  
The film illustrates the empowering nature of Portage, with the parent as the senior partner.  Sebby’s Mum shows the Portage Home Visitor how they are using their own toys and the Portage toys to work on Sebby’s Long Term Goals. 


Portage Home Visitor’s Induction Task
Write your ideas and comments about the Home Visit, having considered:
· What information will you need to go into a Concluding Report (Exit / Final Report)?
· How would you prepare for Sebby’s transition from the Portage Service to the setting?
Target between 500 to 800 words.
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